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EVERY YEAR AROUND 100 SCHOLARS BENEFIT
FROM THE DIFFERENT ASCN ACTIVITIES.

“ASCN gave me the opportunity to gain experience, not only in scientific research, but also in working
with a team. Most of all, it involved me in the international research community, which is very
important for my future scientific career.” Tatia Mebagishvili, PhD candidate

“ASCN has a very creative approach to improving the research skills of Georgian scholars — by this | mean trainings

of various types, encouragement to participate in international conferences and support from foreign experts.”
Nino Javakhishvili, Professor

"ASCN provided me the opportunity to attend a thorough study programme in Switzerland, which helped expand

the knowledge that | will need in my future career.”
Nino Gachechiladze, MA student

“Spending two months at the University of Fribourg helped me focus solely on my PhD project. | had access to

rich library resources and the knowledge which | gained determined the future development of my research.”
Levan Ghambashidze, PhD student

"The opportunity to study one MA semester at the University of Fribourg with the support of ASCN brought clear
added value to my studies and enabled me to gain important life experience.”
Nino Gachechiladze, MA student

“Participating in ASCN trainings increased my qualifications and greatly improved my understanding of social
science research methodology. Today | believe | have gained sound knowledge and qualifications to find an

appropriate work position in the field of social sciences and academia.”
Mariam Darchiashvili, PhD student

CONTACT: Denis Dafflon
ASCN Programme Coordinator, University of Fribourg, Switzerland
info@ascn.ch

Prof. Giga Zedania
ASCN Local Coordinator Georgia, llia State University, Thilisi
giga_zedania@iliauni.edu.ge

Sergey Minasyan
ASCN Local Coordinator Armenia, Caucasus Institute, Yerevan
sergey@caucasusinstitute.org

www.ascn.ch
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WHY THE SOUTH CAUCASUS? HAT CAN SWITZERLAND OFFER?

A well-established democracy based on a strong civil
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acguired over decades, can have a significant imp

The collapse of the Soviet Union has had a profound effect on the educational sector, especially in
places confronted with violence in the 1990's, such as the South Caucasus. The region currently faces
significant challenges in its political and economic development. Moreover, the issue of democratization
in the region has attracted broad international attention over the past few years. Consequently, we
believe the time right to invest in the South Caucasus’ human capitalits next generation of rese
and decision makers.
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Research in the social sciences and humanities is of particular relevance to the transition prot ES .
can help point out the need for reform in sectors critical to a country’s development. It can alse = organized in Georgia, Armenia ive juni
address challenges and identify possible solutions in areas essential to a country’s political sta resent their research results in fron
socio-economic development, such as interethnic relations, protection of minorities, nation al networks.
good governance and state-building.

WHY SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES?




