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AN INITIATIVE OF GEBERT RÜF STIFTUNG IN COOPERATION 
WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF FRIBOURG

EVERY YEAR AROUND 100 SCHOLARS BENEFIT 
FROM THE DIFFERENT ASCN ACTIVITIES.  

“ASCN gave me the opportunity to gain experience, not only in scientifi c research, but also in working
with a team. Most of all, it involved me in the international research community, which is very 
important for my future scientifi c career.” Tatia Mebagishvili, PhD candidate

“ASCN has a very creative approach to improving the research skills of Georgian scholars – by this I mean trainings 
of various types, encouragement to participate in international conferences and support from foreign experts.”  
Nino Javakhishvili, Professor 

“ASCN provided me the opportunity to attend a thorough study programme in Switzerland, which helped expand 
the knowledge that I will need in my future career.”  
Nino Gachechiladze, MA student

“Spending two months at the University of Fribourg helped me focus solely on my PhD project. I had access to 
rich library resources and the knowledge which I gained determined the future development of my research.”  
Levan Ghambashidze, PhD student

“The opportunity to study one MA semester at the University of Fribourg with the support of ASCN brought clear 
added value to my studies and enabled me to gain important life experience.”  
Nino Gachechiladze, MA student

“Participating in ASCN trainings increased my qualifi cations and greatly improved my understanding of social 
science research methodology. Today I believe I have gained sound knowledge and qualifi cations to fi nd an 
appropriate work position in the fi eld of social sciences and academia.” 
Mariam Darchiashvili, PhD student

ACADEMIC SWISS CAUCASUS NET (ASCN)  
ASCN is a programme aimed at promoting the social sciences and humanities in the South Caucasus 
(primarily Georgia and Armenia). Its different activities foster the emergence of a new generation of 
talented scholars. Promising junior researchers receive support through research projects, capacity-
building trainings and scholarships. The programme emphasizes the advancement of individuals who, 
thanks to their ASCN experience, become better integrated in international academic networks. 
The ASCN programme is coordinated and operated by the Interfaculty Institute for Central and 
Eastern Europe (IICEE) at the University of Fribourg (Switzerland).

www.ascn.ch



WHY THE SOUTH CAUCASUS? 

The collapse of the Soviet Union has had a profound effect on the educational sector, especially in The collapse of the Soviet Union has had a profound effect on the educational sector, especially in 
places confronted with violence in the 1990’s, such as the South Caucasus. The region currently faces places confronted with violence in the 1990’s, such as the South Caucasus. The region currently faces 
signifi cant challenges in its political and economic development. Moreover, the issue of democratizationsignifi cant challenges in its political and economic development. Moreover, the issue of democratization
in the region has attracted broad international attention over the past few years. Consequently, we in the region has attracted broad international attention over the past few years. Consequently, we 
believe the time right to invest in the South Caucasus’ human capitalits next generation of researchers believe the time right to invest in the South Caucasus’ human capitalits next generation of researchers 
and decision makers.

WHY SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES?

Research in the social sciences and humanities is of particular relevance to the transition process. It Research in the social sciences and humanities is of particular relevance to the transition process. It 
can help point out the need for reform in sectors critical to a country’s development. It can also help can help point out the need for reform in sectors critical to a country’s development. It can also help 
address challenges and identify possible solutions in areas essential to a country’s political stability and address challenges and identify possible solutions in areas essential to a country’s political stability and 
socio-economic development, such as interethnic relations, protection of minorities, nation-building, socio-economic development, such as interethnic relations, protection of minorities, nation-building, 
good governance and state-building.

WHAT CAN SWITZERLAND OFFER?

A well-established democracy based on a strong civil society, Switzerland has a lot to offer when it 
comes to building scientifi c capacities in the social sciences and humanities. Its academic knowledge, 
acquired over decades, can have a signifi cant impact on countries in the transformation process.

WHAT DOES ASCN DO CONCRETELY?

ASCN engages in the following activities aimed at assisting junior researchers and bringing research 
in the social sciences and humanities up to European standards

RESEARCH  ACTIVITIES
Each year, a scientifi c committee selects research projects to receive support for a period of 
approximately 24 months. Selected projects are carried out by research teams consisting of 
3 – 5 scholars. Team members then participate in different types of training and mentoring 
activities throughout the period of the project in order to ensure their work conforms to Euro-
pean research standards.

TRAININGS
Workshops in research methodology are regularly provided for junior researchers. Participants 
receive training from international experts and have the opportunity to review appropriate and 
up-to-date literature in their fi eld.

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Several types of grants are offered to MA students, PhD candidates and associate professors. 
Selected candidates have the opportunity to spend up to 3 months in Swiss universities and 
research institutes as visiting scholars.

CONFERENCES
Conferences are organized in Georgia, Armenia and Switzerland to give junior scholars the 
opportunity to present their research results in front of an international audience and to expand 
their international networks.
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